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  Registration for Performance Royalties: Artist or Group 
 

Digital Performance Royalties are different from royalties that you may receive for writing or 
publishing.  Digital Performance Royalties are paid to featured artists (solo artists, official 
members of bands/ groups) and the copyright owners (individuals/companies who own the 
“masters” (master rights) to those performances- usually the record label).  Digital royalties for 
performances are not paid to musicians or artists contracted per session.   
 
Your Digital Performance Royalty payment is based on the reports and payments 
SoundExchange receives from services that digitally transmit your sound recordings.  Once the 
reports and corresponding payments are processed, royalties are distributed quarterly.  To 
receive a payment processed by SoundExchange, your accumulated royalties must be $10 or 
more for electronic transfer and $100 or more for paper check. 
 
Note to Non-Featured Artists:  SoundExchange does not make payments directly to non-
featured vocalists and/or musicians. If you have played on recordings as a “session player or 
singer” you are entitled to royalties that are paid through the AFM & AFTRA Intellectual Property 
Rights Distribution Fund. More information can be found at www.raroyalties.org. 
 

 

*Artist or Group Stage Name:______________________________________ 
 
INSTRUCTIONS: 

1. COMPLETE SECTION ONE (THIS IS YOUR PAYMENT INFORMATION- 
REQUIRED) 
 

2. COMPLETE SECTION TWO TO SET UP YOUR ELECTRONIC 
PAYMENTS (REQUIRED) 
 

3. ONLY COMPLETE SECTION THREE IF YOUR CONTACT 
INFORMATION IS DIFFERENT FROM THE PAYEE INFORMATION.  IF 
IT IS THE SAME, SKIP THIS SECTION! 
 

4. ONLY COMPLETE SECTION FOUR IF YOU ARE A SOLO ARTIST 
 

5. ONLY COMPLETE SECTION FIVE IF YOU ARE A GROUP OR 
MEMBER OF A GROUP 

 
6. COMPLETE SECTION SIX (THIS IS YOUR AUTHORIZED SIGNATURE-

REQUIRED) 
 
7. COMPLETE SECTION SEVEN (THIS IS YOUR TAX INFORMATION- 

REQUIRED) 
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SECTION ONE:  PAYEE INFORMATION (WHO RECEIVES PAYMENT?) 
 
To whom should the royalty distribution be payable? This information should match your tax and 
identification information.  SoundExchange does not issue third party payments.  We only pay the 
actual performer/ copyright owner or the company owned by that performer/ copyright owner.  
  
Payee Name/ Company:  
 
If Payee is a company, please list the owners of the company: 
 
 
 

 

Street Address: 
 
 
 
City, State Zip: 
 
 
Country: 
 
 
Phone: 
 
Fax:  
 
E-mail: 
 
Website: 
 
TIN or SSN: 
 
Birth Date: 
 
Resident Country: 
 
Relation to Performer: 
 
How did you hear about SoundExchange?  Circle:   
 
Conference          Referral        TV         Radio        Print         Internet          Your Label      Friend     
 
Other:____________ 
 
SoundExchange Employee Name: 
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SECTION TWO:  ELECTRONIC PAYMENT INFORMATION 
 
*In an effort to GO Green by 2010, all US registrants will be paid royalties via electronic transfer.  
Additionally, electronic statements will be sent via e-mail.  If you live inside the USA, you will need 
to provide the following banking information.  Please attach a voided check. To receive a 
payment processed by SoundExchange, your accumulated royalties must be $10 or more for 
electronic transfer.  
 
Name of Banking Institution: 
 
Account Number: 
 
Routing Number: 
 
Best E-mail to receive Electronic Statements and Correspondence: 
 
 
 

 
 

 
*Those outside of the United States will receive checks via mail.  At this time, SoundExchange 
does not transfer electronic funds to artists outside of the US. 

 
 
*Are any other Performance Rights Organizations collecting royalties for you outside of the USA?  
(This will not affect your royalty payments with SoundExchange)  If so, please list them: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Attach Voided Check Here  
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SECTION THREE CONTACT INFORMATION (WHOM SHOULD WE CONTACT?) 
 
*If this information is not different from the Payee Information- please skip this section. 
 
 
Is there a contact person (manager, attorney, agent, advisor, group member) who should be 
contacted by SoundExchange regarding questions concerning forms or payments?  If so, please 
list their contact information below.  If the contact information is the same as the Payee 
Information- please skip this section. 
 
 
  
Contact Name: 
 
 
 
Company: 
 
 
Street Address: 
 
 
 
City, State, Zip: 
 
 
 
Relation to Performer: 
 
 
Phone: 
 
 
Additional Phone: 
 
 
E-mail: 
 
 
Website: 
 
 
Style of Music (Genre): 
 
 
Best time to contact: 
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SECTION FOUR: SOLO ARTIST  
 
*Are you registering as a Solo Artist?  Yes No   If no, skip this section.  If yes, list your legal name 
and birth date (as it appears on your Income Tax Return and W9 or W8).  
 
*Legal Name        Birth Date 
  
 
*List your stage name/ professional name: 
 
 
*List your albums or songs under this Professional Name. If you need more space, please make 
a copy of this page and submit.   
  
  
  
  
  
  
 
*List any aliases under which you recorded performances.  These aliases are names or stage 
names that show up officially in the credits or title of songs or radio play lists.  These aliases are 
professional names under which you made recordings.  Also, please list the corresponding album 
or songs.  We will attempt to associate all the “performances under your aliases” with you so that 
you may receive payment for all your work that is played.     

 
Aliases/ AKAs/ other Stage Names  Album or Song 

  
  
  
  
  
  
  

  
*Are you a solo artist who performed as a “featured artist” (jointly collaborated but not as a 
contracted session musician or singer) with groups or bands? Yes  No  If yes, list any groups that 
you have performed with and the songs or albums:   

 
Group      Album or Song 

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
If you need more space, please make a copy of this page and submit.   
 

. 
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SECTION FIVE: GROUP OR GROUP MEMBER 
 
*Are you registering as a Group or member of a Group? Yes  No  If no, skip  this section.  If yes, 
list the name of the Group and the albums on which you performed.  If you were a member of 
more than one Group, the next page is provided for other groups.  Let’s start with the first group. 
 
*Name of Group #1: 
 
 
*Albums on which you performed with Group #1: 
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
 
*List any aliases under which the Group #1 performed (while you were an official member) and 
you should receive royalties. 

 
*Group#1 Aliases: 

  
  
  
  
  

 
*List the members of Group #1 and the distribution of royalties.  If you are unsure of the royalty 
%, but believe it is probably an equal split, just place a check in the “Equal%” column next to each 
member.  We want to distribute royalties to your band members (if we are not already), so please 
provide as much contact information as possible. If you need more space, make a copy of this 
page and submit.  

 
Name   Phone    E-mail        Royalty % Equal% 
     

 
     

 
     

 
     

 
     

 
     

 
     

 
 

SECTION 5 continued on next page… 
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SECTION FIVE: GROUP OR GROUP MEMBER (continued) 

 
*Were you a member of any other groups that recorded performances for which you should 
receive royalties? Yes No If yes, please make additional copies of this page for each additional 
group that you performed with as an official member of the group (not as a contracted session 
musician).   
 
*Name of Group #__: 
 
 
*Albums on which you performed with Group #__: 
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
 
*List any aliases under which Group #__ performed (while you were an official member) and you 
should receive royalties.   

 
*Group #___ Aliases: 
  
  
  
  
  

 
*List the members of Group #__ and the distribution of royalties.  If you are unsure of the royalty 
% but believe it is probably an equal split, just place a check in the “Equal%” column next to each 
member.  We want to distribute royalties to your band members (if we are not already), so please 
provide as much contact information as possible.  If you need more space, make a copy of this 
page and submit.  
 
Name   Phone    E-mail        Royalty % Equal% 
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SECTION SIX:  YOUR IDENTIFICATION AND SIGNATURE (Important!) 
 
*Please send a copy of ONE form of Identification (listed below) for the person receiving 
payment.  We will not process your registration without receiving a legible copy of one of these 
forms of identification: 

1. Valid Passport 
2. Valid Drivers License 
3. Valid State Issued Identification 
4. Notarized Statement Affirming Identity  
5. If the recipient of payment is a company, please submit a completed W8 or W9 in lieu of 

items 1-4. Be advised that the address on the tax information MUST match the payment 
address in order for the account to be payable.   
 

*Without completing the following info, royalties will not be payable: 
Printed Name of Person completing this form: 
 
I am legally authorized to complete this form.  Signature-> 
 
Relation/Title:  
 
Telephone:  
 
E-mail: 
 
Company:  
 
Printed Name of Artist, Band Member or Copyright Owner: 
 
Signature of Artist, Band Member or Copyright Owner: 
 
Date: 
 

 
 

SECTION SEVEN:  Tax Information (Important!)  
Please complete the proper tax information form and return with this packet.  Failure to fill out the 
tax information form will result in full withholding of 28% US and 30% foreign.  *The W9 is for 
residents of the United States.  *The W8 is for non residents of the United States.  Complete 
attached tax form.  Copies of forms can be downloaded at www.soundexchange.com.  The 
address on the tax information MUST match the payment address in order for the account to be 
payable.   
 
 

*MAIL or FAX or SCAN AND EMAIL THIS COMPLETED PACKET TO: 
 
SoundExchange  
1121 Fourteenth Street, NW Suite 700  
Washington, DC 20005 
Fax: 202-640-5859     
E-Mail: account_services@soundexchange.com  (PDF format please) 
 
Please contact us to confirm the receipt of your documents. 

 



Form W-8BEN
(Rev. February 2006)

Department of the Treasury
Internal Revenue Service

Certificate of Foreign Status of Beneficial Owner
for United States Tax Withholding

© See separate instructions.
© Give this form to the withholding agent or payer. Do not send to the IRS.

OMB No. 1545-1621

Do not use this form for: Instead, use Form:

● A foreign partnership, a foreign simple trust, or a foreign grantor trust (see instructions for exceptions) W-8ECI or W-8IMY
● A foreign government, international organization, foreign central bank of issue, foreign tax-exempt organization,

foreign private foundation, or government of a U.S. possession that received effectively connected income or that is
claiming the applicability of section(s) 115(2), 501(c), 892, 895, or 1443(b) (see instructions) W-8ECI or W-8EXP

● A person acting as an intermediary W-8IMY

● A person claiming that income is effectively connected with the conduct
of a trade or business in the United States W-8ECI

Part I

Part II

Identification of Beneficial Owner (See instructions.)
1

3

2

4

5

6 7

Name of individual or organization that is the beneficial owner

Type of beneficial owner:

Country of incorporation or organization

Permanent residence address (street, apt. or suite no., or rural route). Do not use a P.O. box or in-care-of address.

City or town, state or province. Include postal code where appropriate. Country (do not abbreviate)

U.S. taxpayer identification number, if required (see instructions) Foreign tax identifying number, if any (optional)

Individual Corporation Partnership Simple trust

Mailing address (if different from above)

City or town, state or province. Include postal code where appropriate. Country (do not abbreviate)

Claim of Tax Treaty Benefits (if applicable)

I certify that (check all that apply):

The beneficial owner is a resident of within the meaning of the income tax treaty between the United States and that country.

If required, the U.S. taxpayer identification number is stated on line 6 (see instructions).

The beneficial owner is not an individual, derives the item (or items) of income for which the treaty benefits are claimed, and, if
applicable, meets the requirements of the treaty provision dealing with limitation on benefits (see instructions).

The beneficial owner is not an individual, is claiming treaty benefits for dividends received from a foreign corporation or interest from a
U.S. trade or business of a foreign corporation, and meets qualified resident status (see instructions).

The beneficial owner is related to the person obligated to pay the income within the meaning of section 267(b) or 707(b), and will file
Form 8833 if the amount subject to withholding received during a calendar year exceeds, in the aggregate, $500,000.

Under penalties of perjury, I declare that I have examined the information on this form and to the best of my knowledge and belief it is true, correct, and complete. I
further certify under penalties of perjury that:
1 I am the beneficial owner (or am authorized to sign for the beneficial owner) of all the income to which this form relates,
2 The beneficial owner is not a U.S. person,
3 The income to which this form relates is (a) not effectively connected with the conduct of a trade or business in the United States, (b) effectively connected but is
not subject to tax under an income tax treaty, or (c) the partner’s share of a partnership’s effectively connected income, and

4 For broker transactions or barter exchanges, the beneficial owner is an exempt foreign person as defined in the instructions.

Sign Here © Signature of beneficial owner (or individual authorized to sign for beneficial owner) Date (MM-DD-YYYY)

For Paperwork Reduction Act Notice, see separate instructions. Cat. No. 25047Z Form W-8BEN (Rev. 2-2006)

© Section references are to the Internal Revenue Code.

a

b

c

d

e

SSN or ITIN EIN

Capacity in which acting

Disregarded entity

Certification

9

Special rates and conditions (if applicable—see instructions): The beneficial owner is claiming the provisions of Article of the

treaty identified on line 9a above to claim a % rate of withholding on (specify type of income): .

Explain the reasons the beneficial owner meets the terms of the treaty article:

10

Government International organization

Central bank of issue Tax-exempt organization

Part IV

Part III Notional Principal Contracts

11 I have provided or will provide a statement that identifies those notional principal contracts from which the income is not effectively
connected with the conduct of a trade or business in the United States. I agree to update this statement as required.

● A U.S. citizen or other U.S. person, including a resident alien individual W-9

Private foundation

Note: These entities should use Form W-8BEN if they are claiming treaty benefits or are providing the form only to
claim they are a foreign person exempt from backup withholding.

Note: See instructions for additional exceptions.

Grantor trust EstateComplex trust

Furthermore, I authorize this form to be provided to any withholding agent that has control, receipt, or custody of the income of which I am the beneficial owner or
any withholding agent that can disburse or make payments of the income of which I am the beneficial owner.

8 Reference number(s) (see instructions)

Printed on Recycled Paper



Department of the Treasury
Internal Revenue ServiceInstructions for Form

W-8BEN
(Rev. February 2006)
Certificate of Foreign Status of Beneficial Owner for United States Tax
Withholding

• If applicable, claim a reduced rate of, or exemptionGeneral Instructions from, withholding as a resident of a foreign country with
Section references are to the Internal Revenue Code which the United States has an income tax treaty.
unless otherwise noted.

You may also be required to submit Form W-8BEN to
claim an exception from domestic information reportingFor definitions of terms used throughout these
and backup withholding for certain types of income thatinstructions, see Definitions on pages 3 and 4.
are not subject to foreign-person withholding. Such

Purpose of form. Foreign persons are subject to U.S. income includes:
tax at a 30% rate on income they receive from U.S.

• Broker proceeds.
sources that consists of:

• Short-term (183 days or less) original issue discount
(OID).

• Interest (including certain original issue discount
• Bank deposit interest.(OID));
• Foreign source interest, dividends, rents, or royalties.

• Dividends;
• Proceeds from a wager placed by a nonresident alien

• Rents;
individual in the games of blackjack, baccarat, craps,

• Royalties;
roulette, or big-6 wheel.

• Premiums;
• Annuities; You may also use Form W-8BEN to certify that income
• Compensation for, or in expectation of, services from a notional principal contract is not effectively
performed; connected with the conduct of a trade or business in the

United States.• Substitute payments in a securities lending transaction;
or A withholding agent or payer of the income may rely
• Other fixed or determinable annual or periodical gains, on a properly completed Form W-8BEN to treat a
profits, or income. payment associated with the Form W-8BEN as a

payment to a foreign person who beneficially owns theThis tax is imposed on the gross amount paid and is
amounts paid. If applicable, the withholding agent maygenerally collected by withholding under section 1441 or
rely on the Form W-8BEN to apply a reduced rate of1442 on that amount. A payment is considered to have
withholding at source.been made whether it is made directly to the beneficial

owner or to another person, such as an intermediary, Provide Form W-8BEN to the withholding agent or
agent, or partnership, for the benefit of the beneficial payer before income is paid or credited to you. Failure to
owner. provide a Form W-8BEN when requested may lead to

withholding at a 30% rate (foreign-person withholding) orIn addition, section 1446 requires a partnership
the backup withholding rate.conducting a trade or business in the United States to
Additional information. For additional information andwithhold tax on a foreign partner’s distributive share of
instructions for the withholding agent, see the Instructionsthe partnership’s effectively connected taxable income.
for the Requester of Forms W-8BEN, W-8ECI, W-8EXP,Generally, a foreign person that is a partner in a
and W-8IMY.partnership that submits a Form W-8 for purposes of

section 1441 or 1442 will satisfy the documentation Who must file. You must give Form W-8BEN to the
requirements under section 1446 as well. However, in withholding agent or payer if you are a foreign person
some cases the documentation requirements of sections and you are the beneficial owner of an amount subject to
1441 and 1442 do not match the documentation withholding. Submit Form W-8BEN when requested by
requirements of section 1446. See Regulations sections the withholding agent or payer whether or not you are
1.1446-1 through 1.1446-6. Further, the owner of a claiming a reduced rate of, or exemption from,
disregarded entity, rather than the disregarded entity withholding.
itself, shall submit the appropriate Form W-8 for purposes

Do not use Form W-8BEN if:of section 1446.
• You are a U.S. citizen (even if you reside outside the

If you receive certain types of income, you must United States) or other U.S. person (including a resident
provide Form W-8BEN to: alien individual). Instead, use Form W-9, Request for
• Establish that you are not a U.S. person; Taxpayer Identification Number and Certification.
• Claim that you are the beneficial owner of the income • You are a disregarded entity with a single owner that is
for which Form W-8BEN is being provided or a partner in a U.S. person and you are not a hybrid entity claiming
a partnership subject to section 1446; and treaty benefits. Instead, provide Form W-9.

Cat. No. 25576H



• You are a nonresident alien individual who claims W-8IMY and accompanying documentation. See
Regulations sections 1.1446-1 through 1.1446-6.exemption from withholding on compensation for

independent or dependent personal services performed Giving Form W-8BEN to the withholding agent. Do
in the United States. Instead, provide Form 8233, not send Form W-8BEN to the IRS. Instead, give it to the
Exemption from Withholding on Compensation for person who is requesting it from you. Generally, this will
Independent (and Certain Dependent) Personal Services be the person from whom you receive the payment, who
of a Nonresident Alien Individual, or Form W-4, credits your account, or a partnership that allocates
Employee’s Withholding Allowance Certificate. income to you. Give Form W-8BEN to the person
• You are receiving income that is effectively connected requesting it before the payment is made to you, credited
with the conduct of a trade or business in the United to your account or allocated. If you do not provide this
States, unless it is allocable to you through a partnership. form, the withholding agent may have to withhold at the
Instead, provide Form W-8ECI, Certificate of Foreign 30% rate, backup withholding rate, or the rate applicable
Person’s Claim That Income Is Effectively Connected under section 1446. If you receive more than one type of

income from a single withholding agent for which youWith the Conduct of a Trade or Business in the United
claim different benefits, the withholding agent may, at itsStates. If any of the income for which you have provided
option, require you to submit a Form W-8BEN for eacha Form W-8BEN becomes effectively connected, this is a
different type of income. Generally, a separate Formchange in circumstances and Form W-8BEN is no longer
W-8BEN must be given to each withholding agent.valid. You must file Form W-8ECI. See Change in

circumstances on this page. Note. If you own the income or account jointly with
• You are filing for a foreign government, international one or more other persons, the income or account will be
organization, foreign central bank of issue, foreign treated by the withholding agent as owned by a foreign
tax-exempt organization, foreign private foundation, or person if Forms W-8BEN are provided by all of the
government of a U.S. possession claiming the owners. If the withholding agent receives a Form W-9
applicability of section 115(2), 501(c), 892, 895, or from any of the joint owners, the payment must be
1443(b). Instead, provide Form W-8EXP, Certificate of treated as made to a U.S. person.
Foreign Government or Other Foreign Organization for Change in circumstances. If a change in
United States Tax Withholding. However, you should use circumstances makes any information on the Form
Form W-8BEN if you are claiming treaty benefits or are W-8BEN you have submitted incorrect, you must notify
providing the form only to claim you are a foreign person the withholding agent or payer within 30 days of the
exempt from backup withholding. You should use Form change in circumstances and you must file a new Form
W-8ECI if you received effectively connected income (for W-8BEN or other appropriate form.
example, income from commercial activities). If you use Form W-8BEN to certify that you are a
• You are a foreign flow-through entity, other than a foreign person, a change of address to an address in the
hybrid entity, claiming treaty benefits. Instead, provide United States is a change in circumstances. Generally, a
Form W-8IMY, Certificate of Foreign Intermediary, change of address within the same foreign country or to
Foreign Flow-Through Entity, or Certain U.S. Branches another foreign country is not a change in circumstances.
for United States Tax Withholding. However, if you are a However, if you use Form W-8BEN to claim treaty
partner, beneficiary, or owner of a flow-through entity and benefits, a move to the United States or outside the
you are not yourself a flow-through entity, you may be country where you have been claiming treaty benefits is a
required to furnish a Form W-8BEN to the flow-through change in circumstances. In that case, you must notify
entity. the withholding agent or payer within 30 days of the
• You are a disregarded entity for purposes of section move.
1446. Instead, the owner of the entity must submit the If you become a U.S. citizen or resident alien after you
form. submit Form W-8BEN, you are no longer subject to the
• You are a reverse hybrid entity transmitting beneficial 30% withholding rate or the withholding tax on a foreign
owner documentation provided by your interest holders to partner’s share of effectively connected income. You
claim treaty benefits on their behalf. Instead, provide must notify the withholding agent or payer within 30 days
Form W-8IMY. of becoming a U.S. citizen or resident alien. You may be
• You are a withholding foreign partnership or a required to provide a Form W-9. For more information,
withholding foreign trust within the meaning of sections see Form W-9 and instructions.
1441 and 1442 and the accompanying regulations. A Expiration of Form W-8BEN. Generally, a Form
withholding foreign partnership or a withholding foreign W-8BEN provided without a U.S. taxpayer identification
trust is a foreign partnership or trust that has entered into number (TIN) will remain in effect for a period starting on
a withholding agreement with the IRS under which it the date the form is signed and ending on the last day of
agrees to assume primary withholding responsibility for the third succeeding calendar year, unless a change in
each partner’s, beneficiary’s, or owner’s distributive share circumstances makes any information on the form
of income subject to withholding that is paid to the incorrect. For example, a Form W-8BEN signed on
partnership or trust. Instead, provide Form W-8IMY. September 30, 2005, remains valid through December
• You are acting as an intermediary (that is, acting not 31, 2008. A Form W-8BEN furnished with a U.S. TIN will
for your own account, but for the account of others as an remain in effect until a change in circumstances makes
agent, nominee, or custodian). Instead, provide Form any information on the form incorrect, provided that the
W-8IMY. withholding agent reports on Form 1042-S at least one
• You are a foreign partnership or foreign grantor trust payment annually to the beneficial owner who provided
for purposes of section 1446. Instead, provide Form the Form W-8BEN. See the instructions for line 6

-2-



beginning on page 4 for circumstances under which you test” for the calendar year is a resident alien. Any person
must provide a U.S. TIN. not meeting either test is a nonresident alien individual.

Additionally, an alien individual who is a resident of a
Definitions foreign country under the residence article of an income

tax treaty, or an alien individual who is a bona fide
Beneficial owner. For payments other than those for

resident of Puerto Rico, Guam, the Commonwealth of the
which a reduced rate of withholding is claimed under an

Northern Mariana Islands, the U.S. Virgin Islands, or
income tax treaty, the beneficial owner of income is

American Samoa is a nonresident alien individual. See
generally the person who is required under U.S. tax

Pub. 519, U.S. Tax Guide for Aliens, for more information
principles to include the income in gross income on a tax

on resident and nonresident alien status.
return. A person is not a beneficial owner of income,
however, to the extent that person is receiving the Even though a nonresident alien individual
income as a nominee, agent, or custodian, or to the married to a U.S. citizen or resident alien may
extent the person is a conduit whose participation in a choose to be treated as a resident alien forCAUTION

!
transaction is disregarded. In the case of amounts paid certain purposes (for example, filing a joint income tax
that do not constitute income, beneficial ownership is return), such individual is still treated as a nonresident
determined as if the payment were income. alien for withholding tax purposes on all income except

wages.Foreign partnerships, foreign simple trusts, and foreign
grantor trusts are not the beneficial owners of income Flow-through entity. A flow-through entity is a foreign
paid to the partnership or trust. The beneficial owners of partnership (other than a withholding foreign partnership),
income paid to a foreign partnership are generally the a foreign simple or foreign grantor trust (other than a
partners in the partnership, provided that the partner is withholding foreign trust), or, for payments for which a
not itself a partnership, foreign simple or grantor trust, reduced rate of withholding is claimed under an income
nominee or other agent. The beneficial owners of income tax treaty, any entity to the extent the entity is considered
paid to a foreign simple trust (that is, a foreign trust that is to be fiscally transparent (see below) with respect to the
described in section 651(a)) are generally the payment by an interest holder’s jurisdiction.
beneficiaries of the trust, if the beneficiary is not a foreign

For purposes of section 1446, a foreign partnership orpartnership, foreign simple or grantor trust, nominee or
foreign grantor trust must submit Form W-8IMY toother agent. The beneficial owners of a foreign grantor
establish the partnership or grantor trust as a looktrust (that is, a foreign trust to the extent that all or a
through entity. The Form W-8IMY may be accompaniedportion of the income of the trust is treated as owned by
by this form or another version of Form W-8 or Form W-9the grantor or another person under sections 671 through
to establish the foreign or domestic status of a partner or679) are the persons treated as the owners of the trust.
grantor or other owner. See Regulations sectionThe beneficial owners of income paid to a foreign
1.1446-1.complex trust (that is, a foreign trust that is not a foreign

simple trust or foreign grantor trust) is the trust itself. Hybrid entity. A hybrid entity is any person (other than
an individual) that is treated as fiscally transparent (seeFor purposes of section 1446, the same beneficial
below) in the United States but is not treated as fiscallyowner rules apply, except that under section 1446 a
transparent by a country with which the United Statesforeign simple trust rather than the beneficiary provides
has an income tax treaty. Hybrid entity status is relevantthe form to the partnership.
for claiming treaty benefits. See the instructions for lineThe beneficial owner of income paid to a foreign
9c on page 5.estate is the estate itself.
Reverse hybrid entity. A reverse hybrid entity is anyNote. A payment to a U.S. partnership, U.S. trust, or
person (other than an individual) that is not fiscallyU.S. estate is treated as a payment to a U.S. payee that
transparent under U.S. tax law principles but that isis not subject to 30% withholding. A U.S. partnership,
fiscally transparent under the laws of a jurisdiction withtrust, or estate should provide the withholding agent with
which the United States has an income tax treaty. Seea Form W-9. For purposes of section 1446, a U.S.
the instructions for line 9c on page 5.grantor trust or disregarded entity shall not provide the

withholding agent a Form W-9 in its own right. Rather, Fiscally transparent entity. An entity is treated as
the grantor or other owner shall provide the withholding fiscally transparent with respect to an item of income for
agent the appropriate form. which treaty benefits are claimed to the extent that the

interest holders in the entity must, on a current basis,Foreign person. A foreign person includes a
take into account separately their shares of an item ofnonresident alien individual, a foreign corporation, a
income paid to the entity, whether or not distributed, andforeign partnership, a foreign trust, a foreign estate, and
must determine the character of the items of income as ifany other person that is not a U.S. person. It also
they were realized directly from the sources from whichincludes a foreign branch or office of a U.S. financial
realized by the entity. For example, partnerships,institution or U.S. clearing organization if the foreign
common trust funds, and simple trusts or grantor trustsbranch is a qualified intermediary. Generally, a payment
are generally considered to be fiscally transparent withto a U.S. branch of a foreign person is a payment to a
respect to items of income received by them.foreign person.

Nonresident alien individual. Any individual who is not Disregarded entity. A business entity that has a single
a citizen or resident alien of the United States is a owner and is not a corporation under Regulations section
nonresident alien individual. An alien individual meeting 301.7701-2(b) is disregarded as an entity separate from
either the “green card test” or the “substantial presence its owner.
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A disregarded entity shall not submit this form to a governed. If you are an individual, enter N/A (for “not
partnership for purposes of section 1446. Instead, the applicable”).
owner of such entity shall provide appropriate Line 3. Check the one box that applies. By checking a
documentation. See Regulations section 1.1446-1. box, you are representing that you qualify for this

classification. You must check the box that representsAmounts subject to withholding. Generally, an
your classification (for example, corporation, partnership,amount subject to withholding is an amount from sources
trust, estate, etc.) under U.S. tax principles. Do not checkwithin the United States that is fixed or determinable
the box that describes your status under the law of theannual or periodical (FDAP) income. FDAP income is all
treaty country. If you are a partnership or disregardedincome included in gross income, including interest (as
entity receiving a payment for which treaty benefits arewell as OID), dividends, rents, royalties, and
being claimed, you must check the “Partnership” orcompensation. FDAP income does not include most
“Disregarded entity” box. If you are a sole proprietor,gains from the sale of property (including market discount
check the “Individual” box, not the “Disregarded entity”and option premiums).
box.

For purposes of section 1446, the amount subject to
Only entities that are tax-exempt under sectionwithholding is the foreign partner’s share of the
501 should check the “Tax-exempt organization”partnership’s effectively connected taxable income.
box. Such organizations should use FormCAUTION

!
Withholding agent. Any person, U.S. or foreign, that

W-8BEN only if they are claiming a reduced rate ofhas control, receipt, or custody of an amount subject to
withholding under an income tax treaty or some codewithholding or who can disburse or make payments of an
exception other than section 501. Use Form W-8EXP ifamount subject to withholding is a withholding agent. The
you are claiming an exemption from withholding underwithholding agent may be an individual, corporation,
section 501.partnership, trust, association, or any other entity,
Line 4. Your permanent residence address is theincluding (but not limited to) any foreign intermediary,
address in the country where you claim to be a residentforeign partnership, and U.S. branches of certain foreign
for purposes of that country’s income tax. If you arebanks and insurance companies. Generally, the person
giving Form W-8BEN to claim a reduced rate ofwho pays (or causes to be paid) the amount subject to
withholding under an income tax treaty, you mustwithholding to the foreign person (or to its agent) must
determine your residency in the manner required by thewithhold.
treaty. Do not show the address of a financial institution,

For purposes of section 1446, the withholding agent is a post office box, or an address used solely for mailing
the partnership conducting the trade or business in the purposes. If you are an individual who does not have a
United States. For a publicly traded partnership, the tax residence in any country, your permanent residence
withholding agent may be the partnership, a nominee is where you normally reside. If you are not an individual
holding an interest on behalf of a foreign person, or both. and you do not have a tax residence in any country, the
See Regulations sections 1.1446-1 through 1.1446-6. permanent residence address is where you maintain your

principal office.

Line 5. Enter your mailing address only if it is different
Specific Instructions from the address you show on line 4.

Line 6. If you are an individual, you are generally
A hybrid entity should give Form W-8BEN to a required to enter your social security number (SSN). To
withholding agent only for income for which it is apply for an SSN, get Form SS-5 from a Social Security
claiming a reduced rate of withholding under an

TIP

Administration (SSA) office or, if in the United States, you
income tax treaty. A reverse hybrid entity should give may call the SSA at 1-800-772-1213. Fill in Form SS-5
Form W-8BEN to a withholding agent only for income for and return it to the SSA.
which no treaty benefit is being claimed.

If you do not have an SSN and are not eligible to get
one, you must get an individual taxpayer identificationPart I number (ITIN). To apply for an ITIN, file Form W-7 with
the IRS. It usually takes 4-6 weeks to get an ITIN.Line 1. Enter your name. If you are a disregarded entity

with a single owner who is a foreign person and you are
An ITIN is for tax use only. It does not entitle you

not claiming treaty benefits as a hybrid entity, this form
to social security benefits or change your

should be completed and signed by your foreign single
employment or immigration status under U.S. law.CAUTION

!
owner. If the account to which a payment is made or
credited is in the name of the disregarded entity, the If you are not an individual or you are an individual
foreign single owner should inform the withholding agent who is an employer or you are engaged in a U.S. trade or
of this fact. This may be done by including the name and business as a sole proprietor, you must enter an
account number of the disregarded entity on line 8 employer identification number (EIN). If you do not have
(reference number) of the form. However, if you are a an EIN, you should apply for one on Form SS-4,
disregarded entity that is claiming treaty benefits as a Application for Employer Identification Number. If you are
hybrid entity, this form should be completed and signed a disregarded entity claiming treaty benefits as a hybrid
by you. entity, enter your EIN.

Line 2. If you are a corporation, enter the country of A partner in a partnership conducting a trade or
incorporation. If you are another type of entity, enter the business in the United States will likely be allocated
country under whose laws you are created, organized, or effectively connected taxable income. The partner is
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required to file a U.S. federal income tax return and must •  Meets the limitation on benefits provisions contained
have a U.S. taxpayer identification number (TIN). in the treaty, if any.

You must provide a U.S. TIN if you are: An item of income may be derived by either the entity
• Claiming an exemption from withholding under section receiving the item of income or by the interest holders in
871(f) for certain annuities received under qualified plans, the entity or, in certain circumstances, both. An item of
• A foreign grantor trust with 5 or fewer grantors, income paid to an entity is considered to be derived by
• Claiming benefits under an income tax treaty, or the entity only if the entity is not fiscally transparent under
• Submitting the form to a partnership that conducts a the laws of the entity’s jurisdiction with respect to the item
trade or business in the United States. of income. An item of income paid to an entity shall be

considered to be derived by the interest holder in theHowever, a U.S. TIN is not required to be shown in
entity only if:order to claim treaty benefits on the following items of
• The interest holder is not fiscally transparent in itsincome:
jurisdiction with respect to the item of income, and

• Dividends and interest from stocks and debt
• The entity is considered to be fiscally transparentobligations that are actively traded;
under the laws of the interest holder’s jurisdiction with

• Dividends from any redeemable security issued by an
respect to the item of income. An item of income paidinvestment company registered under the Investment
directly to a type of entity specifically identified in a treatyCompany Act of 1940 (mutual fund);
as a resident of a treaty jurisdiction is treated as derived

• Dividends, interest, or royalties from units of beneficial
by a resident of that treaty jurisdiction.interest in a unit investment trust that are (or were upon

issuance) publicly offered and are registered with the If an entity is claiming treaty benefits on its own behalf,
SEC under the Securities Act of 1933; and it should complete Form W-8BEN. If an interest holder in
• Income related to loans of any of the above securities. an entity that is considered fiscally transparent in the

interest holder’s jurisdiction is claiming a treaty benefit,
You may want to obtain and provide a U.S. TIN

the interest holder should complete Form W-8BEN on its
on Form W-8BEN even though it is not required.

own behalf and the fiscally transparent entity should
A Form W-8BEN containing a U.S. TIN remains

TIP

associate the interest holder’s Form W-8BEN with a
valid for as long as your status and the information

Form W-8IMY completed by the entity.
relevant to the certifications you make on the form remain
unchanged provided at least one payment is reported to An income tax treaty may not apply to reduce the
you annually on Form 1042-S. amount of any tax on an item of income received

by an entity that is treated as a domesticLine 7. If your country of residence for tax purposes has CAUTION

!
corporation for U.S. tax purposes. Therefore, neither theissued you a tax identifying number, enter it here. For
domestic corporation nor its shareholders are entitled toexample, if you are a resident of Canada, enter your
the benefits of a reduction of U.S. income tax on an itemSocial Insurance Number.
of income received from U.S. sources by the corporation.Line 8. This line may be used by the filer of Form

To determine whether an entity meets the limitation onW-8BEN or by the withholding agent to whom it is
benefits provisions of a treaty, you must consult theprovided to include any referencing information that is
specific provisions or articles under the treaties. Incomeuseful to the withholding agent in carrying out its
tax treaties are available on the IRS website atobligations. For example, withholding agents who are
www.irs.gov.required to associate the Form W-8BEN with a particular

Form W-8IMY may want to use line 8 for a referencing
If you are an entity that derives the income as a

number or code that will make the association clear. A
resident of a treaty country, you may check this

beneficial owner may use line 8 to include the number of
box if the applicable income tax treaty does not

TIP

the account for which he or she is providing the form. A
contain a “limitation on benefits” provision.

foreign single owner of a disregarded entity may use
Line 9d. If you are a foreign corporation claiming treatyline 8 to inform the withholding agent that the account to
benefits under an income tax treaty that entered intowhich a payment is made or credited is in the name of
force before January 1, 1987 (and has not beenthe disregarded entity (see instructions for line 1 on page
renegotiated) on (a) U.S. source dividends paid to you by4).
another foreign corporation or (b) U.S. source interest
paid to you by a U.S. trade or business of another foreignPart II
corporation, you must generally be a “qualified resident”

Line 9a. Enter the country where you claim to be a of a treaty country. See section 884 for the definition of
resident for income tax treaty purposes. For treaty interest paid by a U.S. trade or business of a foreign
purposes, a person is a resident of a treaty country if the corporation (“branch interest”) and other applicable rules.
person is a resident of that country under the terms of the In general, a foreign corporation is a qualified resident
treaty. of a country if any of the following apply.
Line 9b. If you are claiming benefits under an income • It meets a 50% ownership and base erosion test.
tax treaty, you must have a U.S. TIN unless one of the • It is primarily and regularly traded on an established
exceptions listed in the line 6 instructions above applies. securities market in its country of residence or the United
Line 9c. An entity (but not an individual) that is claiming States.
a reduced rate of withholding under an income tax treaty • It carries on an active trade or business in its country
must represent that it: of residence.
•  Derives the item of income for which the treaty benefit • It gets a ruling from the IRS that it is a qualified
is claimed, and resident.
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See Regulations section 1.884-5 for the requirements fellowship income. See Compensation for Dependent
that must be met to satisfy each of these tests. Personal Services in the Instructions for Form 8233.

If you are claiming treaty benefits under an If you are a nonresident alien individual who
income tax treaty entered into force after received noncompensatory scholarship or
December 31, 1986, do not check box 9d. fellowship income and personal services incomeCAUTION

! TIP

Instead, check box 9c. (including compensatory scholarship or fellowship
income) from the same withholding agent, you may useLine 9e. Check this box if you are related to the
Form 8233 to claim a tax treaty withholding exemption forwithholding agent within the meaning of section 267(b) or
part or all of both types of income.707(b) and the aggregate amount subject to withholding

received during the calendar year will exceed $500,000. Completing lines 4 and 9a. Most tax treaties that
Additionally, you must file Form 8833, Treaty-Based contain an article exempting scholarship or fellowship
Return Position Disclosure Under Section 6114 or grant income from taxation require that the recipient be a
7701(b). resident of the other treaty country at the time of, or

immediately prior to, entry into the United States. Thus, aLine 10
student or researcher may claim the exemption even if he

Line 10 must be used only if you are claiming treaty or she no longer has a permanent address in the other
benefits that require that you meet conditions not covered treaty country after entry into the United States. If this is
by the representations you make in lines 9a through 9e. the case, you may provide a U.S. address on line 4 and
However, this line should always be completed by foreign still be eligible for the exemption if all other conditions
students and researchers claiming treaty benefits. See required by the tax treaty are met. You must also identify
Scholarship and fellowship grants below for more on line 9a the tax treaty country of which you were a
information. resident at the time of, or immediately prior to, your entry

The following are additional examples of persons who into the United States.
should complete this line. Completing line 10. You must complete line 10 if you
• Exempt organizations claiming treaty benefits under are a student or researcher claiming an exemption from
the exempt organization articles of the treaties with taxation on your scholarship or fellowship grant income
Canada, Mexico, Germany, and the Netherlands. under a tax treaty.
• Foreign corporations that are claiming a preferential

Nonresident alien student or researcher whorate applicable to dividends based on ownership of a
becomes a resident alien. You must use Form W-9 tospecific percentage of stock.
claim an exception to a saving clause. See Nonresident

• Persons claiming treaty benefits on royalties if the
alien who becomes a resident alien on this page for atreaty contains different withholding rates for different
general explanation of saving clauses and exceptions totypes of royalties.
them.

This line is generally not applicable to claiming treaty
Example. Article 20 of the U.S.-China income taxbenefits under an interest or dividends (other than

treaty allows an exemption from tax for scholarshipdividends subject to a preferential rate based on
income received by a Chinese student temporarilyownership) article of a treaty.
present in the United States. Under U.S. law, this student

Nonresident alien who becomes a resident alien.
will become a resident alien for tax purposes if his or her

Generally, only a nonresident alien individual may use
stay in the United States exceeds 5 calendar years.

the terms of a tax treaty to reduce or eliminate U.S. tax
However, paragraph 2 of the first protocol to the

on certain types of income. However, most tax treaties
U.S.-China treaty (dated April 30, 1984) allows the

contain a provision known as a “saving clause.”
provisions of Article 20 to continue to apply even after the

Exceptions specified in the saving clause may permit an
Chinese student becomes a resident alien of the United

exemption from tax to continue for certain types of
States. A Chinese student who qualifies for this exception

income even after the recipient has otherwise become a
(under paragraph 2 of the first protocol) and is relying on

U.S. resident alien for tax purposes. The individual must
this exception to claim an exemption from tax on his or

use Form W-9 to claim the tax treaty benefit. See the
her scholarship or fellowship income would complete

instructions for Form W-9 for more information. Also see
Form W-9.

Nonresident alien student or researcher who becomes a
resident alien later for an example. Part III
Scholarship and fellowship grants. A nonresident

If you check this box, you must provide the withholdingalien student (including a trainee or business apprentice)
agent with the required statement for income from aor researcher who receives noncompensatory
notional principal contract that is to be treated as incomescholarship or fellowship income may use Form W-8BEN
not effectively connected with the conduct of a trade orto claim benefits under a tax treaty that apply to reduce
business in the United States. You should update thisor eliminate U.S. tax on such income. No Form W-8BEN
statement as often as necessary. A new Form W-8BENis required unless a treaty benefit is being claimed. A
is not required for each update provided the formnonresident alien student or researcher who receives
otherwise remains valid.compensatory scholarship or fellowship income must use

Form 8233 to claim any benefits of a tax treaty that apply
Part IVto that income. The student or researcher must use Form

W-4 for any part of such income for which he or she is Form W-8BEN must be signed and dated by the
not claiming a tax treaty withholding exemption. Do not beneficial owner of the income, or, if the beneficial owner
use Form W-8BEN for compensatory scholarship or is not an individual, by an authorized representative or
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officer of the beneficial owner. If Form W-8BEN is information. We need it to ensure that you are complying
completed by an agent acting under a duly authorized with these laws and to allow us to figure and collect the
power of attorney, the form must be accompanied by the right amount of tax.
power of attorney in proper form or a copy thereof You are not required to provide the information
specifically authorizing the agent to represent the requested on a form that is subject to the Paperwork
principal in making, executing, and presenting the form. Reduction Act unless the form displays a valid OMB
Form 2848, Power of Attorney and Declaration of control number. Books or records relating to a form or its
Representative, may be used for this purpose. The instructions must be retained as long as their contents
agent, as well as the beneficial owner, may incur liability may become material in the administration of any Internal
for the penalties provided for an erroneous, false, or Revenue law. Generally, tax returns and return
fraudulent form. information are confidential, as required by section 6103.
Broker transactions or barter exchanges. Income The time needed to complete and file this form will
from transactions with a broker or a barter exchange is vary depending on individual circumstances. The
subject to reporting rules and backup withholding unless estimated average time is: Recordkeeping, 5 hr.,
Form W-8BEN or a substitute form is filed to notify the 58 min.; Learning about the law or the form, 3 hr.,
broker or barter exchange that you are an exempt foreign 46 min.; Preparing and sending the form to IRS, 4 hr.,
person. 2 min.

You are an exempt foreign person for a calendar year If you have comments concerning the accuracy of
in which: these time estimates or suggestions for making this form
• You are a nonresident alien individual or a foreign simpler, we would be happy to hear from you. You can
corporation, partnership, estate, or trust; email us at *taxforms@irs.gov. Please put “Forms
• You are an individual who has not been, and does not Comment” on the subject line. Or you can write to
plan to be, present in the United States for a total of 183 Internal Revenue Service, Tax Products Coordinating
days or more during the calendar year; and Committee, SE:W:CAR:MP:T:T:SP, 1111 Constitution
• You are neither engaged, nor plan to be engaged Ave. NW, IR-6406, Washington, DC 20224. Do not send
during the year, in a U.S. trade or business that has Form W-8BEN to this office. Instead, give it to your
effectively connected gains from transactions with a withholding agent.
broker or barter exchange.

Paperwork Reduction Act Notice. We ask for the
information on this form to carry out the Internal Revenue
laws of the United States. You are required to provide the
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